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1 BERLIN: QUARTER 1, 2008
Clayallee 170
Tel: 030-8305-0

s \\Velcome!

FRANKFURT:
Giessenerstr. 30

T For all visitors to the U.S. Consulate General Frankfurt, we will be-
0730-1130 M-F gin offering services on an appointment only basis starting March
MUNICH. 1st, 2008. Please find more information about the appointment
Konigstrasse 5 system on page 5 of this newsletter.

Tel: 089-2888-0
1300-1600 M-F

e o Increases to U.S. Passport Fees and
tion, lick here New Parental Signhature Requirements for U.S.

On February 1, 2008, the U.S. Government increased its fees for certain U.S. citizen passj
renewing a passport, the total fee has inctgaseabiaiabts Rgefitétand over, the total fee inc
$100. The fee for minors under 16 years of age is now $85.

INSIDE THIS

ISSUE: Effective February 1, 2008, passport applicants who are U.S. citizen minors under the age

their parents to establish identity, proof of citizenship and proof of relationshimthFor parent
Welcome parents must appear together and sign, 0
or one parent may appear, sign, and submit primary evidence of sole authority. Minors ag
with their own identification, but for security reasons, parental consent may be iequired. If
cation of his/her own, a parent will be required to accompany the child and present identific

New Passport
Rules

Pl ease refer t owwtvhaeel Dfergompldtenrgomiationdn allSiéwereqeirér
including downloadable revised forms that must be used asdtiehh@rgmbassy website a
forcomplete U.S. passport application instructions.

Voter Registration
Reminder

Consular Informa-

tion Program In the near future, the U.S. Department of State will introduce a new travelsioedment, the |
: _ passport card will be proof of citizenship, like all passports, but will only be valid for travel ¢
| t o5 Tax Mexico land borders and travel to the U.S. from the Caribbean by sea. The passport card \
Again! U.S. to Europe or other international destinations.
Immigrant Visa = o mm mm em o e e e e e e e e
[l | Fees in Euros are currently as follows: (Euro prices are subject to change baseq on curre
ifi |
Post Specific Page 5 | Initial Adult PPT $10000 72.00 @ |
Adult renewal PPT $ 75.00 54. 00 0@ I
I Minor PPT $ 85.00 61.20 0 I
I Adult PPT Card $ 45.00 32.40 0 I
| Minor PPT Card $ 35.00 25.20 @ I


http://www.travel.state.gov/
http://www.usembassy.de/
http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/citizen_services.html
http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/citizen_services.html
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What an Election Year!!

Are you registered to vote? I
I
As the Presidential primary season draws to a close, its time to get ready for the
perfect time to register to vote and request an absentee ballot for the Prgsidenti
I
You can find out more about veting dvereegeatan come to your nearestConsu
Embassy to look up absentee voting regulations for your home state. I

The Consular Informatlon

The State Department constantly reviews its overseas safety and security inforn
Consular Information Program (CIP) to inform Americans of potential threats to
travel advisory system, consisting of three levels: a Travel Alert, a Travel Warnit
cause a Travel Alert desonbesrstitidns, its information is generally valid for the s
Alert, normally 90 days or less. Travel Warnings and the Worldwide Caution are
The Consular dated every six months or earlier, as needed. They do not expire automatically.
Information In addition to the CIP, each post around the world maintains a warden system. T
Program provides viduals, like you, who have registered the overseas residence or stay with their |
. _ uses the warden system to distribute CIP information to its registrants in a timel
vital information for
Ao What are the different tiers and what do they mean?

ATravel Adedcribes-grortconditions affecting a country or region that pose immin
with regards to of U.S. citizens. Natural disasters, terroristaftzekbyicdense etextiorajor internatic
ences or sporting events are examples of situations that might generate a Trave

security and safety.

ATravel Wadasgibes kergerprotracted conditions that make a country dangerou
Warning is also issued when the U.S. Government's ability to assist American ¢
sure of an embassy or consulate or because of a drawdown of its staff.

Th&Vorldwide Qaumimials Americans to maintain a high level of vigilance and to b
while overseas. It contains information about ongoing security concerns, includi
actions and violence against Americans and American interests overseas. The
attention to regions of concern where there is a continued threat of terrorism.

The CIP also infchutteisyaSpecific Indberaatioin information for travelers regarding e
ments, safety and security, crime, medical facilities and health information, traffi
alties, and other special circumstances. We recommend that travelers read the |
any time they plan a trip outside their country of residence.

For more information;, govto

AMERICAN CITIZEN NEW S


http://www.fvap.gov
http://www.travel.state.gov/travel/travel_1744.html
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1Tt o6s Tax Ti me "A

Tax time is once again upon us. U.S. citizens who are resident overseas receilesoan @i donadiyg, dxxt!:ﬁsion |
June. If you are a U.S. citizen or resident alien, the rules for filing tax returnsnere YenechBtates brohdi
Your individual circumstances generally determine whether you must file an incoramsésxmetytve eMétDJreU S
for either the Foreign Earned Income Exclusion or the Foreign Earned Income Credit. |

|
U.S. Mission Germany has an Internal Revenue Service office at the U.S. Constitate Garprahidrfshiifurt
applications and taxpayer correspondence. Questions can be sent to the IRS via email at IRS.Frapkfurt@

|
We have compiled a list of helpful links to find more information for international taxpayers and fiIinp requi

U.S. Embassy Germany IRS officet

U.S. Embassy GermariyWhere to find Accountants and Tax Preparefis:

U.S. Embassy Germany Frequently Asked Quesiiorsxes:
IRS Information for International Taxpayerst

IRS Information on Overseas Filing Requiremehts:
IRS Information for U.S. Citizens and Resident Aliens Abrazgi:

The IRS Tax Guide for U.S. Citizens and Residents Abroad, publicatidritb4

IRS Information for U.S. Government civilians stationed abro&d:

Warning: #R&llEscams! !

Following a recent increase in scam emails, the U.S. Internal Revenue Service (IRiSpkemirioisbodividuals i
emails claiming to be from the U.S. tax agency. |

|
The IRS does not send out unsolicited emails. The IRS never asks people for th&;l?nllNrrrmtibarE:rpﬁeﬂword
credit card, bank or other financial accounts. I

Also, U.S. taxpayers do not have to complete a special form or provide detalledmslaxnelblaﬂémtmaﬂula to ob
information contained on the federal income tax return filed by the taxpayer.

The only genuine Internal Revenusitgeivice(NR 35\gel.

For more information about these $tams)gplease visit

T —
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http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/irs.html
http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/services/lists.html
http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/services/lists.html
http://germany.usembassy.gov/germany/faqs/tax.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/index.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/article/0,,id=96796,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/article/0,,id=96796,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/article/0,,id=97324,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/article/0,,id=97324,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p54.pdf
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/article/0,,id=97236,00.html
http://www.irs.gov/businesses/small/international/article/0,,id=97236,00.html
http://germany.usembassy.gov/irs_warn.html
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“How to... Navigate the Immigrant Visa N
Process... A Guide for Applicants. l

PAGE 4

members. Now that your 1-130 Immigrant Petition has been approved, its time to start the Immi-
Immigrant grant Visa Process. There are slight differences in procedure if the petition was filed in Germany or inl
petitions for the United States. This primer only covers the procedure for petitions filed with and approved by the|
relatives of U.S. USCIS office in Germany.

|
In [ ast quarterds newsletter, we talked aboqu

t

citizens residing in o o _ .
Germany should Once your pet!tlon has been approved by USCIS, the appllcatlon_ is the_n forwe_;\rded to Fhe Immi- |
be filed at the grant Visa Unit at the U.S. Consulate General Frankfurt. You will receive an information packet, |
USCIS office at incluqmg the_lnstructio_ns for I_mmig_rant Visa AppIiEants,_ For_m DS-230 Part Iﬁ_AppIica_ltion for I
e S Sl Imm_lgrant Vl_sa a_nd Alien Registration, Form 1-864fi Affidavit of Support, and instructions on the
) medical examination. |
General in I
Fra_n_kfurt, Step 1: The DS-230 Part | should be completed for each individual applying for an immigrant visa, I
Petitions are regardless of age. Once completed, you should immediately return the form by mail to the Immi-
accepted by grant Visa Unit at the U.S. Consulate General Frankfurt. Delays in returning this form will result in |
pro[nttmen's[ CULAF (jclays in processing the immigrant visa. |
ppointments can
OSNNELCNIGICRNR Step2:Once this form has been completed and r!etur
WWW.USCIS.goV tion for the i mmigrant visa interview. Aft dr y
to submit the Notification of Applicantdés #Jead
Guidance for Gener al Frankfurt. Dondt send any of the d(icum
filing petitions in original forms with you to the i mmigrant vilsa
the U.S. can also
be found on - A passport for each individual receiving an immigrant visa (valid for at least 6 more months) |
WWW.USCIS.QOV. - Original birth certificates for each member of the family, including petitioner and all children 21 |
years old or younger, regardless of whether they are immigrating with you.
Information on the I8 Adgption c_e_rtificates issued b_y a public authority, listing the names of the adoptive parents. I
status of petitions 'Y Police cert|f|<_:ates for all applicants over the age of 16 _ _ . |
already filed can - Coqrt and prison records for any applicant that has ever been convicted of a crime. Translations are|
also be found reguwed. Co S |
X . -Certified copy of military records for any aprpy
onllne_ at this - 3 color photographs (visit for |
Webs'te: o more information) |
forms, tips and - Affidavit of Support, Form 1-864 I
he!pful H_O_WT_O - Original marriage certificates and proof of termination of any previous marriages.
?wdes visitclick - Certified English translations of any documents not originally produced in English or German I
here |
Step 3: The Immigrant Visa Unit will do administrative processing on your applica- I
tion and notify you of your appointment date and time approximately 1 month prior
in writing. The appointment letter will also include instructions on the medical ex- |
amination. There is a fee for the medical examination. |
Step 4: The Interviewii all applicants will be required to appear in person at the Con-I
sulate for the immigrant visa interview. There is a visa processing fee of $400 per ap- |
plicant, which you will need to pay on the day of the interview. If your visais ap- |
proved, youdl |l receive the visa apprloxin

tered mail.

/
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http://www.uscis.gov/
http://www.uscis.gov
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=7097f920f473e010VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=aab807b03d92b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=7097f920f473e010VgnVCM1000000ecd190aRCRD&vgnextchannel=aab807b03d92b010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://germany.usembassy.gov/root/pdfs/visa/photoinstructions.pdf
http://germany.usembassy.gov/root/pdfs/visa/photoinstructions.pdf

QUARTER 1, 2008 PAGE 5

Notes from the Frankfurt Consular Sec

Very few places in the world can rival the five laender we serve in Germany for the
zens. We are especially thankful for the support we count on from local governmet
gency. At the same time, there are certain services and sujppitmtaihgh yisucavsalgove
sections in Embassies and Consulafesanobest irevideld These include issuing pas
reports of birth, assistance in the event of death or family emergency, repatriation t
advice in matters involving child custody and child abduction, support for crime vict
citizens under arrest, and assistance in the event of a disaster or other crisis. Our
assist you, our citizens, as best we can pursuant to the laws of the country we n@Asivarsethe poalnes tha
have the full backing of the U.S. Ambassador, whose instructions from the Presideiupnriodéypréfeciven of /
come your feedback on how we are doing and how we can serve you better. With warmest regards, Andi

Contact information: parkerac@state.gov
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New Online Appointment System for Pa§3p1

Beginning March 1, 2008, U.S. Citizens will be required to make appointments to neakfrpaissptstagarough
online appointment service. This service is free of charge. Renewal by mail renstiadutheppd scieRbDp
those who must or who choose to appear in person for services, the introduction drfmmwmbdiimnpmmimﬁterr

Americans wishing to report the birth abroad of a U.S. Citizen child, to apply fareqtnlacfifsapassportmlmreddl
over 15 years, or to replace a passport that is lost, stolen or damaged, will be ablelineselppdinnsenakspointn
vice beginning in March at: I

I

|

Appointments will also be available to those who wish to apply for extra visa pageast;mdilidglirrenempl pass
applications for these services remains the most efficient option available. Emergeats bases will ccintinue
See the website for opening hours.

/
Holiday Closure®pening Hours and Contact Inforr
Friday, March 21st: Good Friday Consulate Gefrenakfurt Contact information and opening hours

iessener Strasse 30

Monday, March 24th: Easter Mon 135 Erankfurt am Main

Thursday, Mar&taBttministration
Thursday, April 24th: Staff Admini§ASRRPrt Unit Special Consular Services

) Open to the public: 7:30 arFrto 1DE6Arohe public: 7:30af to 11:30, M
Thursday, May 1st: International laRqr (98%)-7538, 2000 pm only Tel: (069)-Z533

Monday, May 26th: Memorial DayFax: (069)23Bb Fax: (069)22535
Email: frankfurtpassports@state BmaiirGermanyACS @state.gov

Thursday, May 29th: Staff Adminiﬂ%l&ﬂrtbirthabroad@state.gov Aftafours Emergencies(069) 7535


http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/
http://frankfurt.usconsulate.gov/

